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TREASURERS NOTES

F O R T H E F E A S T O F ‘A L Á ’ / L O F T I N E S S

MARCH 1, 2016

For Consultation

!

“In educating the friends to be conscious of contributing to the fund as a fundamental element of Bahá’í life, the
Assembly should make them aware of the individual believer’s prerogative of contributing directly to all the funds of
the Faith: international, continental and national as well as local.”
~ From a letter written on behalf of the Universal House of Justice, February 12, 1987
Why is it important for each individual believer to contribute directly to all of the Funds of the Faith?

!
FUND STORY

!May 1, 2015 to April 30, 2016

National Fund Fiscal Year 2016
National Fund Goal

We received the following message from a local
treasurer:

!

“For several years we have been making the treasurers
report a main section of Feast, in fact we now have it as
the first item following the Feast letter. I use the
wonderful Treasurer’s Notes at every Feast. I also use a
chart to show participation and regular giving. I
borrowed this chart from another local treasurer several
years ago when I learned about this tool at a Treasurer’s
Forum.

National
Fund
Goal

Amount Contributed

$34M

Goals per Quarter

Contributed
as of:
Feb. 23, ‘16

!

Our community is very engaged in making sure they
are participating.”

!

$26.1M

Do you have a story to share about your relationship
with the Funds of the Faith that you would like to offer
as an inspiration to others here or in other publications
and materials of the Office of the Treasurer? Please
email your stories to myfundstory@usbnc.org

LOCAL FUND UPDATE

!

★ $ __________ contributed year to date/month

!

★

Summit
4th Qtr
(Feb - April)

NATIONAL FUND UPDATE

!

★ $26.1 million contributed as of Feb. 23, 2016
★ $34 million - annual goal for April 30, 2016

__________ people participated last month

Fund Fact - The National Fund supports purchase and maintenance of

properties throughout the
country, including office space, the permanent schools, and places visited by the beloved Master for a
significant period of time.

A dress for the occasion

Story taken from “The Diary of Juliet Thompson”
with a preface by Marzieh Gail, pg. 141-143

home of ‘Ináyatu’lláh and his family, where she was staying, to change her dress. But when she got to the house,
her bedroom, which was also the living room of the house,
was being used for a meeting. Being a guest at the house,
and seeing how important the meeting was, she felt that
it would be unfair to ask for the people to go away. So she
waited, and waited . . . and waited some more.
When the meeting was finally over Juliet realized that there
was still time to dress, and she had more ideas for an outfit:
she wanted to look her best for the occasion. But nothing
seemed to work! Everything was going wrong; the dress she
wanted to wear was not working the way she had imagined.
She had chosen a beautiful rose-colored veil to wear with her
outfit, but she just couldn’t arrange it to look good enough!
The whole situation became difficult with no solution in sight.
And it got even worse: while she was trying to figure out the
outfit situation, another Bahá’í friend came looking for her
on behalf of the Master and he had a shocking message for
her: “the Master and the Holy Household were already at the
table!”

O

ne of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s favorite students in America was
Juliet Thompson. The Master often said that He loved her
so much because of her honesty and her purity of heart. As
you would imagine, Juliet loved nothing more than being in
the presence of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, and the days she spent in the
presence of the Master on her first pilgrimage in 1909 were
truly like her paradise on earth. But those wonderful days
were not without tests and lessons on material and spiritual
wealth.
One day the Master invited Juliet to lunch, and as a pilgrim
this was a very special invitation because it meant that she
would be spending more time with the Master and the
Holy Family. So as soon as she could, Juliet hurried to the

By the time she reached the House, the Master was getting
ready to leave. He asked her to please excuse Him for leaving so soon. Juliet felt a deep sense of shame for what had
happened. The meal was ruined for her, she could not even
hold her head up in the presence of the Holy Family. Her
pain and shame became even more overwhelming once she
realized that she had spent too much time on her material
self and delayed the spiritual bounty of being in the presence
‘Abdu’l-Bahá.
Juliet Thompson went back to her room at ‘Ináyatu’lláh’s
home feeling like the world was over. But soon ‘Abdu’l-Bahá
sent for her again. She quickly changed into a simpler dress
and rushed back to His House, where Munavvar, one of
the Master’s daughters met her. Of course, the Master had
forgiven her by now and He was more concerned with how
and where she was, and wanted her to come to His Home
again. But Juliet never forgot her lesson to never place the
material world before the spiritual.

What material things have you given up for a spiritual bounty?

