A Sincere Gift

Adapted from: “Baha’u’llah - The King of Glory
by H.M. Balyuzi (p. 358)

‘Abdu’l-Bahá knew how much His Father, Bahá’u’lláh, loved the beauty of nature. But for a long

time, Bahá’u’lláh was a prisoner in the city of ‘Akká. For nine years all He could see was the sea and the
gray buildings of the city. There were no colorful gardens of flowers and trees. He was a prisoner and
was not allowed to leave the city.
One day, Bahá’u’lláh said, “I have not gazed on verdure for nine years.” ‘Abdu’l-Bahá was sad to hear
this. He wanted to give Bahá’u’lláh a special gift. ‘Abdu’l-Bahá knew of a mansion, called Mazra’ih. It
was a beautiful mansion outside of the city of ‘Akká. It had lovely gardens and a stream of flowing water,
like a river. He went and rented the place. With some of the Bahá’s, He made it ready for Bahá’u’lláh.
The mansion was outside of ‘Akká. ‘Abdu’l-Bahá also had a carriage ready to take Bahá’u’lláh.
‘Abdu’l-Bahá went and asked Bahá’u’lláh to come to the mansion. To His surprise, Bahá’u’lláh said
‘no.’ ‘Abdu’l-Bahá asked two more times - each time, Bahá’u’lláh said ‘No.’ ‘Abdu’l-Bahá decided to ask
one of Bahá’u’lláh’s friends to help. His name was Muhammad Shaykh and He loved Bahá’u’lláh. Muhammad Shaykh sat next to Bahá’u’lláh for an hour. He begged for Bahá’u’lláh to accept the wonderful
gift. Bahá’u’lláh’s answer was, “No” and “I am a prisoner.” The man kept begged saying, the mansion “is
beautiful and verdant. The trees are lovely, and the oranges like balls of fire!”
At last, after an hour, Bahá’u’lláh said “‘Khayli khub” which means “very good” in Persian. Muhammad
Shaykh’s sincerity was accepted! Bahá’u’lláh accepted the gift, and stayed there for two years!

Why do you think Bahá’u’lláh decided to accept the gift in the end?
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