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Message from the Treasurer to Families
Alláh’u’Abhá, friends! We are delighted to share with you this Fall issue of the Family FUNd Newsletter!
We were excited, as you were, to hear about all the new Houses of Worship that are going to be built around the world.
Bahá’u’lláh said that each House of Worship should have a hospital for people who are sick, a hostel for people who are
traveling, a pharmacy for people to get medicine, a university for people to learn, and an orphanage to care for children. In
the middle will be a place for everyone to get together and say prayers!
Everyone can give something to help build these Houses of Worship. In this issue, we have a story about Ms. Esther “Nettie”
Tobin, whose heartfelt sacrifice for the first House of Worship in North America was a heavy stone that she carried with
great effort to the construction site. ‘Abdu’l-Bahá made it the foundation stone, and you can still see it today. We also have
an activity that talks about the buildings that will be a part of each House of Worship. In addition, we received a fundraising
story from Zayha and Breakwell about their efforts to help meet the National Fund goal!
We hope you enjoy this issue and feel free to reach out to us with any feedback, stories, art or thoughts! Send all comments,
art and ideas to bahaitreasurersoffice@usbnc.org.
With loving Bahá’í greetings,
Juana C. Conrad
Treasurer

by
Zayha Loyalka, Age 6
&
Breakwell Loyalka, Age 4

A Stone For All
But, how was she going to get it to the Temple
site? It was too heavy for her to carry.
Nettie asked a neighbor for help. Together, they
dragged the stone to her home, but she did not live
close to Wilmette, where the Temple was to be built.
She had to bring the stone there. What could she do?
Two days later, two of her friends offered to help.
They got a horse cart and brought the stone to Evanston, six blocks away from the building site. That was
still far in those days, and the horse cart could go no
further, so they carried the stone. With great difficulty,
they went a few blocks closer, before they had to leave
it in a field. Now what was she to do?
Nettie came back the next day with a shovel and a
small wooden cart. She loaded the stone into her cart
and started off down the dirt and gravel roads. Nettie
pulled, but the roads were rough and the cart was old.
It began to fall apart. She wouldn’t give up.
Finally, a passerby seeing her struggle with the
stone, offered to help. Nettie was grateful and together
they pushed and pulled.
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The cart rattled along but it eventually broke.
Finally, Nettie Tobin had arrived with her stone.

Passing the many construction sites in Chicago of
1912, an idea came to her. She would get a stone and
give that to help build the Temple.

The Master accepted her gift with all His joy and
love. Today, in the Bahá’í Temple in Wilmette, Illinois, people from all over the world can see the stone
from Nettie Tobin, the cornerstone, a gift of love and
strength, a symbol to each of us, rich or poor, young
or old, that we can do our part to make the world a
better place.

sther Tobin, known to her friends as “Nettie,”
heard the Bahá’ís were going to build a Temple. She knew she had to help, but Nettie was a
modest dressmaker, and couldn’t offer money. She was
not very strong so she couldn’t help build. What could
she do?

Speaking to a foreman, he told her to pick
something from the rubble pile. They weren’t going to
use those stones anyhow, so she could have what she
wanted.

The Master, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, came to lay the cornerstone. Out of all the fancy and expensive stones
available, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá selected the most perfect one the stone that Nettie Tobin brought.

Nettie Tobin searched the limestone pile and
finally selected a piece that she felt would be good.

Do you have a story about something you have offered out of love? We would love
to hear about it!

Mashriqu’l-Adhkár
Bahá’u’lláh said that every city will one day have a “Mashriqu’l-Adhkár.” That’s a big word in another language (Arabic) but try
saying it like this – Mash-Rick-Ool-Az-Car. It means the “Dawning Place of the Praise of God.” What do you think ‘Dawning
Place’ means? Check with your parents!

Bahá’u’lláh said we should build them to help everyone in our town or city. He said that we should have a Temple for people to
pray in, a hospital for people who are sick, a hostel for people who are traveling, a pharmacy for people to get medicine, a university for people to learn, and an orphanage to care for children. Some day everyone’s town will have one! When you give to the
International Temples Fund you can help build a Temple for kids and families in another country, like Cambodia, Columbia,
Kenya, and other places!
To learn about the buildings that form a “Mashriqu’l-Adhkár,” find the words on the right by outlining them on the puzzle.

Find these words:
• Temple
• Hospital
• Pharmacy
• Hospice
• Orphanage
• University

Across:
Hospital
Orphanage, University

Answers:

You might see it in the next issue of the Newsletter!

Backwards:
Pharmacy

Or Email it to us at: bahaitreasurersoffice@usbnc.org

From the top:
Temple, Hospice

What would your Mashriqu’l-Adhkár look like?
Draw a picture or use clay or Legos to make your own idea of a Temple,
or a school, or a hospital, or a pharmacy! Take a photo or send your
drawing to us at:
Treasurer’s Office, 1233 Central Street, Evanston, IL 60091

